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VISION  
 
magine Brea, where quality and affordable social, 
educational, cultural, and recreational programs, activities, 
and services contribute to each resident’s well being and 

quality of life.  Where Brea’s schools, parks, community facilities, 
and arts and cultural institutions are highly regarded and treasured 
as valuable assets of Brea’s community and economic 
environment.  Breans value the many services the City and school 
district provide, and both the City and the district will continue to 
provide high quality community program activities and services to 
all residents, businesses, and visitors.  
 
Community quality of life and spirit are best cultivated when 
government agencies, non-profit organizations, service clubs, 
volunteer organizations, the faith community, and private 
businesses create partnerships which benefit the entire 
community.  These various stakeholders will be important 
resources that the City will work with to provide comprehensive 
programs, activities, and services for the entire community. 
 

I 
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HUMAN SERVICES  
 
The City of Brea strives to be a caring, family-oriented community 
where each person, young and old, is respected and valued. As 
such, the City will continue to remain part of an active coalition of 
community organizations, agencies, and non-profit entities to lead 
a collaborative approach to meeting the human services needs of 
each segment of the community.  While a number of organizations 
provide services to Brea residents, Brea’s Human Services Division 
will continue to manage and assemble community partners to 
provide diverse supportive programs and activities that improve 
the health and well-being of families, children, and adults. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Young Breans have fun creating arts and crafts  
projects at the Brea Community Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Context 
 

Family Resource 
Center 

Established in 1996, the Brea Family Resource Center (FRC) offers 
a variety of services, programs, and workshops for residents that 
are free or at low cost.  Located in the Brea Community Center, 
the FRC offers counseling, case management, outreach, 
emergency rental assistance, tutoring, parent education, classes, 
employment assistance, and health screenings.   
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Service for Youth 
and Families  

One of Brea’s strongest values is its commitment to support youth 
and families within the community in a variety of ways.  Brea’s 
adult and senior population are the community’s link to our past 
and present. Our teens and youth represent the future of Brea, 
and the City has committed focused resources toward developing 
social awareness, volunteerism, job training, athletic, and cultural 
arts programs for the City’s younger residents.  Important activities 
for youth and families include: 
 
Helping Hands Scholarships (up to 17 years) 
Scholarships enable youth from low-income families to participate 
in City recreational and cultural activities.  Children who might 
otherwise be left out participate in swim lessons, dance lessons, 
tutoring, youth theatre, art classes, sports, and many other healthy 
activities.  
 
After School Program 
Free supervised activities are offered Monday through Friday at the 
Community Center for first through twelfth graders.  Children have 
opportunities to interact with all age groups, develop social skills, 
and practice behaviors that will help them contribute positively at 
home, at school, and in the community. 
 
Parenting Education 
The City, with its non-profit partners, addresses issues of safety, 
communication, and discipline to help parents raise healthy, well-
adjusted, and happy children. A special educational series on the 
challenges of parenting is presented annually. 
 
Family Resource Center Advisory Council 
This community board meets monthly to consider local needs, 
evaluate services, make recommendations, and encourage 
participation in the City’s Family Resource Center.  Members 
include leaders from the non-profit sector, faith community, 
businesses, health professionals, community leaders, dedicated 
volunteers, and parents. 
 
Family Counseling Services 
Professional counselors and staff provide affordable counseling for 
families struggling with adjustment and communication problems, 
depression, divorce, and other related issues and concerns. 
 
Information and Referral Services 
The Family Resource Center provides free, confidential 
information and referrals to families and individuals (English and 
Spanish speaking) needing special help. 
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Financial 

Workshops and 
Counseling 

Financial counseling helps families and individuals learn how to 
budget, reduce debt, clear up credit records, and establish good 
credit. Free workshops designed to advise people to be financially 
independent are offered throughout the year. Free private and 
confidential financial counseling is also available.  
 

Health and Safety Health and wellness screenings are offered throughout the year at 
the Brea Community Center, including vision, hearing, 
immunizations, breast cancer, dental clinic, and infant car seat 
inspections. Services are aimed at those Brea residents without 
medical insurance.  In addition, Project Connections offers limited 
medical care and information targeting infants and toddlers ages 0 
to 5 years. 
 

Brea Senior Center The Brea Senior Center offers programs and services to meet the 
social, recreational, and service needs of Brea's older adult 
population. Comprehensive and meaningful services are provided, 
including a lunch program, food distribution, homemaker services, 
social services, case management, health and wellness, educational 
activities, and health counseling.  
 

 
 
The Brea Senior 
Center is located 
adjacent to Arovista 
Park.  The Center is 
staffed by a group of 
highly competent 
professionals 
dedicated to 
providing quality 
senior programs for 
Brea’s older adult 
population. 
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  Citizen Involvement 
Brea’s senior service programs have the benefit of many 
committees, commissions, councils, and boards which provide the 
staff with insight, leadership, and guidance.  These partners assist 
with project fundraising, marketing of programs and services, and 
community outreach.  Citizen involvement groups include the 
Senior Advisory Board, which identifies senior issues and concerns 
throughout the community.  The Senior Center Leadership 
Council, elected by their peers, provide input regarding the 
operations and programming for the Senior Center.  The Senior 
Site Council is responsible for food distribution programs at the 
Senior Center. 
 

Service Provider 
Partners 

 

While the City offers a variety of human service programs at the 
Brea Community Center and Senior Center, residents also look to 
the many non-profits and community groups that offer diverse 
activities and services.  Long-established groups that often partner 
with the City include the Boys & Girls Club of Brea, Brea Boy 
Scouts, Brea Girl Scouts, CASA (Court Appointed Special 
Advocates), CAST (Child Abuse Services Team), Orange County 
Child Abuse Prevention Center, Sheepfold, Easter Seals Senior Day 
Care, Lions Club, Brea Lions Scout Center Foundation, Brea 
Ministerial Association, Habitat for Humanity of Orange County, 
Orangewood Children’s Foundation, Orange County Rescue 
Mission, Kiwanis Club of Brea, Rotary Club of Brea and Soroptimist 
International Club of Brea.  The refurbished historic City Hall at 
City Hall Park provides a venue for many programs offered by 
these groups. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Brea Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts 
provide opportunity for boys and 
girls to learn responsibility and 
leadership. 
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Long-term 
Community Needs 

In 2001, the General Plan outreach effort, input from the Parks, 
Recreation and Human Services Commission, and a focused 
Community Forum helped City leaders and service providers 
identify the long-range service needs of Breans.  Key issues 
requiring attention are: 
 

 Affordable housing, particularly rental units 
 

 Affordable and quality childcare for children under five 
 

 Young teens (12-14 years) and older teens (15-18 years) 
have different needs and prefer different activities. While 
the Teen Zone provides a variety of activities, it is primarily 
geared towards younger teens 

 
 Provide additional activities for older teens in Brea 

 
 Establish stronger working relationships between schools, 

the Community Center, and parents 
 

 Affordable transportation is needed from Brea schools to 
the Community Center, especially from Brea Junior High 
to the Brea Community Center 
 

 The transportation, housing, and service needs of seniors 
continues to remain an important issue.  Frail seniors, 
seniors that require transportation assistance and the issue 
of helping seniors maintain independence are of primary 
concern 
 

 Appropriate after-school care 
 

 Providing services for parents, families and children that do 
not use English as their primary language is a growing need 
 

 Additional safe areas for children to walk and play 
 

Goals and Policies 
 
Human service programs assist in improving health and self-
esteem, and provide alternatives to self-destructive behavior, 
incarceration, the prevention of homelessness. In addition, human 
services programs enhance community spirit, and provide 
opportunities for learning and living a balanced and productive 
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life.  The City and its private sector and non-profit partners will 
continue to provide the tools and resources that focus on 
individual, family, and community improvement that respond to 
service needs identified by City residents. 
 
Goal CS-1: Meet the varied human service needs of Brea’s 

diverse population. 
 
Policy CS-1.1 Continue to implement the goals, actions, and 

recommendations identified in the Human Services 
Master Plan. 

 
Policy CS-1.2 Provide, facilitate (solely or in partnership), and/or 

support human service programs and actions that 
are responsive to the needs of all ages, genders, 
cultural, and socioeconomic groups. 

 
Policy CS-1.3 Improve the provision of human service programs 

and facilities with the greatest needs. 
 
Policy CS-1.4 Focus efforts on program areas with identified 

deficiencies: 
 

 Senior programs 
 Teen programs 
 Cultural integration programs 

 
Policy CS-1.5 Identify innovative funding and development 

opportunities to support and sustain a responsive 
human services network. 

 
Policy CS-1.6 Encourage citizen input and utilize demographic 

data, partnerships, volunteers, and existing 
resources to meet human service needs. 

 
Policy CS-1.7 Integrate different groups. For example, provide 

programs that facilitate intergenerational activities 
between seniors and youth. 

 
 

  
Implementation 

Guide 
 

See Section XIII of the Implementation Guide for action programs. 
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RECREATION PROGRAMS  
 
Brea’s parks, recreational areas, trails, and playgrounds offer 
residents many opportunities to involve themselves and their 
families and friends in active and passive activities.  The City, non-
profit sports user groups, and private organizations sponsor 
recreation programs in Brea for residents of all ages.  Through 
these programs, Breans can remain active and healthy, and 
interact with people with similar interests.  (Goals, polices, and 
programs relating to City parks and open space resources are 
discussed in the Community Resources chapter.) 

 
 
 
 
 
The Brea Community 
Center offers a wide 
variety of recreation and 
leisure opportunities all 
under one roof, 
including: Fitness 
Complex, Family 
Resource Center, 
Employment Services, 
The Zone, KidWatch 
baby-sitting services, 
and facility rentals. 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Context  
 
The Brea Community Services Department coordinates an array of 
recreational activities, classes, and programs.  These include all 
types of leisure and self-improvement pursuits for all age groups, 
with a focus on meeting youth, adult, and senior citizen needs.  
Programs include youth and teen after-school programs, adult and 
teen sports leagues, and fitness classes for all ages.  The 
Department publishes a recreation schedule each quarter that 
provides residents with a guide to programs and activities at the 
Brea Community Center as well as other sites throughout the 
community.  Program offerings are evaluated and adjusted as 
needed in response to identified needs and interests of Brea 
residents. 
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Tots and 
Preschoolers 

Specialized classes for preschoolers and tots include music, 
gymnastics, dance, and crafts.  Brea’s Tiny Tots program is an 
excellent way for parents to help prepare their children for 
kindergarten. Other programs offered by the Brea Community 
Center for tots and pre-schoolers include Parents’ Night Out, Kid 
Care Solutions, and Baby Sitting. 
 

Teen Programs Adolescents often have specialized needs because of their rapid 
emotional and physical changes.  As well as providing a number of 
tutoring, sports, and after-school activities for teens, the Brea 
Community Center includes “The Zone,” a teen activity center 
that provides a safe, fun place for teens to socialize.  Sports 
tournaments and social events such as dances, pool bashes, sneak 
previews, and excursions allow teens to participate in organized 
group activities. 
 
The Student Advisory Board and Teen Action Committee plan 
various programs and activities geared for Brea’s youth and teens, 
as well as discuss important issues facing the community. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A variety of 
instructional sporting 
activities are available 
to children at all 
ages. 
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Adult Sports and 
Fitness 

Sports leagues and fitness and recreation classes offered at the 
Center include basketball, volleyball, yoga, fencing, Body Pump, 
Cycle, Cardiokick, and Senior Fitness.  Adults as well as older teens 
can use the Center’s fitness/exercise equipment to help maintain 
their health and well being.  The City also offers a variety of 
programs, services, and activities outside the Center such as 
aquatics, summer day camp, baseball, golf and tennis. 
 
In allocating City resources annually, the City Council has 
recognized the benefits of supporting recreation programs, 
activities, and services that offer youth and teens healthy outlets for 
their energy and interests, and for involving adults in activities that 
promote good health.  Such programs will continue to be of 
importance, and established practices of periodically assessing 
program demands will allow Brea to respond to residents’ needs.

 
Adult Special 

Interest Programs
  

In addition to traditional health and wellness, fitness, and 
recreational programs, services, and activities, the Community 
Services Department offers a variety of special interest classes 
which meet the wide interests and needs of Brea’s residents.  Craft 
classes such as candle making, calligraphy, and holiday-oriented 
craft making are always popular and well attended.  In addition to 
craft classes, the Community Services Department offers such 
special interest classes as speed reading, photography, event 
planning, creative cuisine, and dog training.  Finally, the Special 
Interest Program includes special excursions such as trips to the 
Getty Museum and excursions to Laughlin, Las Vegas, and the 
Rose Parade. 
 

Special Events To build community and help retain the “small town” atmosphere 
so important to Brea, the Community Services Department 
conducts numerous special events for the entire community.  
Family Night, the 4th of July Country Fair, the Annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony, Snow Play Days, the Nutcracker and Spring Craft 
Boutiques, and Adult Dances are samples of the special events 
provided by the Recreation Services Division. 
 

Volunteer Program 
 

Brea’s Community Volunteer Program promotes collaboration, 
partnership, and volunteerism.  The volunteer program works with 
individuals, service groups, and Brea businesses to continue our 
tradition of supporting the community at large by working 
together.  It is this positive spirit that makes Brea a special place to 
live, work, and play.  Brea’s Volunteer Program offers youths, ages 
13 to 17 an opportunity to give their time and energy to the 
community while learning work and leadership skills during their 
summer break. 
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The Volunteen Program offers 
teenagers a chance to learn and 
develop  skills during their 
summer break. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Parks, Recreation, 
and Human 

Services 
Commission 

 

This five-member advisory body appointed by the City Council 
oversees the coordination of all recreation, leisure, and human 
services programs, activities, and services of the City.  The primary 
purpose of the Commission is to gather information, weigh public 
opinion, examine issues in depth, and make recommendations to 
the City Council pertinent to the Parks, Recreation and Human 
Services Programs. The duties of the Parks, Recreation, and 
Human Services Commission include: 
 

 Identify and recommend solutions to fulfill recreational 
and human services needs and interests of the 
community 

 
 Recommend general policies and guidelines with 

respect to Community Services programs and facilities 
 

 Review and recommend the acquisitions, 
development, beatification, and maintenance of 
recreation facility, parks, and trails in the City 

 
 Advise in the preparation of the long-range Parks, 

Recreation and Human Services capital improvement 
program budget 
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 Goals and Policies 
 
The quality, amount, and availability of recreational services, 
programs, and activities add to the health and well-being of a 
community. As the population of Brea grows and diversifies, Brea 
must ensure that a variety of recreational programs and facilities 
are made available to meet the changing need and interests of 
residents. 
 
Goal CS-2: Provide a diverse range of recreation services, 

programs, and activities that are responsive to 
the present and future needs of all Brea 
residents. 

 
Policy CS-2.1 Continue to implement the goals, actions, and 

recommendations identified in the Human Services 
and Master Plan. 

 
Policy CS-2.2 Provide recreation services, programs, activities, 

and opportunities that are responsive to the needs 
and interests of the community.  

 
Policy CS-2.3 Provide specialized recreation services, programs, 

and activities that meet the unique and diverse 
needs of Brea’s youth and teens. 

 
Policy CS-2.4 Encourage the development of health and 

wellness, fitness and/or other recreation programs 
and activities within private and public work 
environments. 

 
Policy CS-2.5 Partner with other public agencies, non-profit, and 

public and private organizations to develop health 
and wellness, and recreation, programs, services 
and actions to meet the needs of the community. 

 
Policy CS-2.6 Continue the role of the Parks, Recreation and 

Human Services Commission as the advisory body 
for recreation and human services programs, 
services and activities within Brea. 

 
 

Implementation 
Guide 

 

See Section XIV of the Implementation Guide for action programs. 
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EDUCATION SERVICES 
 
Education is the foundation of a community.  Education is at the 
heart of economic prosperity and security; it channels creativity 
and success and enriches lives.  A community that values and 
promotes education and learning benefits its residents and the 
business sector.  Public and private schools, extension centers, and 
continued educational resources are most successful when they 
have the support of students, families, City officials, and the 
business community.  These partnerships are essential to providing 
quality education that all deserve. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Brea Students at a school rally.  
The Brea Olinda Unified School 
District provides outstanding 
educational programs and services 
for all attending students. 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Context 
 
The City and the Brea Olinda Unified School District long ago 
recognized the benefits of partnering to ensure that Brea’s youth 
receive outstanding educational services.  The District’s boundaries 
largely correspond to the corporate City limits; thus, Breans feel as 
though the City and School District represent one government 
entity, even though the District, under California law, is a separate, 
independent agency.  The City and School District cooperate on 
many fronts, from sharing athletic fields and meeting facilities, to 
organizing educational programs. 
 
The Brea Olinda Unified School District provides public school 
educational services to children in grades kindergarten through 
grade twelve.  Test scores for Brea students consistently rank 
among the highest in Orange County.  A new state-of-the-art high 
school campus opened in 1990, and Brea Olinda High School is 
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one of the few in California to be part of the Knowledge Network 
computer link-up. 
 
Brea’s quality public schools attract young families.  New home 
construction and new families with children who are purchasing 
existing residences have resulted in increased school enrollment 
and strains on all District schools.  The District has identified a 
need for a new elementary school on the east side of Brea and 
new junior high and high school classrooms and support facilities.  
City staff and policy makers continue to cooperate with District 
officials to help address the District’s long-term needs, including 
developing a new joint-use sports park and school on Birch Street 
east of the 57 freeway. 
 
In addition to fine public schools, Brea is home to many private 
schools such as St. Angela's School, Christ Lutheran School, and 
Brea Olinda Friends Church School.  Breans have identified a 
need for additional post-secondary public and private educational 
facilities in the community to build on the strong educational ethic 
and create broad opportunities for all.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Brea Olinda High School is located 
within the hills just east of the 57 
freeway and north of Lambert Road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Goals and Policies 
 
Every school in Brea is committed to providing a comprehensive 
education for every student, fostering high academic achievement, 
positive self-worth, and responsible citizenship. Brea’s schools are 
a source of considerable community pride, as the City is well 
known for its quality schools and teachers, extensive parent 
involvement, and exceptional students.  As the community grows 
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and changes, providing quality education to every student will 
continue to remain a high priority for the Brea Olinda Unified 
School District.  In response, the City will continue to integrate 
school needs in the planning and development of the community. 
 
Goal CS-3.1:  Continue to partner with parents, families, and 

the community to educate all students, 
encourage students to achieve their fullest 
potential, and to prepare students to be 
responsible, contributing citizens.   

 
Policy CS-3.1:  Continue to build and support strong relationships 

and partnerships betweens schools and the 
community. 

 
Policy CS-3.2: Promote and support the quality public K-12 

education system by working closely with the Brea 
Olinda Unified School District in determining and 
meeting community needs for public education 
and related activities. 

 
Policy CS-3.3: Work with the Brea Olinda Unified School District 

to investigate potential locations and funding 
sources for new schools.  

 
Policy CS-3.4: Strive to provide equal access to educational and 

informational resources.  
 
Policy CS-3.5: Actively work with private, non-profit, and public 

community services organizations to coordinate 
educational and community services including 
child care, English translation, after-school 
programs, and recreational activities.  

 
Policy CS-3.6: Support efforts for the establishment of a 

community college, satellite university campus, 
vocational school, and/or other post-secondary 
educational facility in the community. 

 
 

Implementation 
Guide 

See Section XV of the Implementation Guide for action programs. 
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LIBRARY SERVICES  
 
Libraries provide communities with diverse resources and services.  
Libraries preserve culture and history and transmit them from one 
generation to the next. They also provide social settings for 
community activities, support of formal education, and provide 
opportunities for individuals that can last a lifetime. 
 

Community Context 
 
The Brea Branch Library is part of the Orange County Public 
Library community library network. The system includes 28 
branches that provide many services to residents throughout the 
County.  The Brea Branch Library, located at the Brea Civic and 
Cultural Center, shares a common lobby with the Brea Chamber of 
Commerce.  While Orange County operates the library, its 
location within the Civic and Cultural Center illustrates the 
importance the City places on ensuring convenient access to a key 
community resource. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Brea Branch Library, 
located at the Brea Civic 
& Cultural Center, has 
several special 
collections of books and 
other materials, 
including: Business 
Reference, Careers and 
Jobs, Help Wanted 
U.S.A. microfiche, 
Spanish language books, 
and large print books. 
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Goals and Policies 
 
Goal CS-4:  Provide library resources that meet the 

educational, cultural, civic, business, and life-
long learning needs of all residents.  Retain a 
local library is that community–oriented, 
provides knowledgeable, service-oriented staff, 
and offers access to information, books, and 
other materials in a variety of formats that use 
contemporary technology.   

 
Policy CS-4.1 Encourage the County to develop programs and 

services for adults, children, and new readers that 
meet future needs. 

 
Policy CS-4.2  Work with library staff to assess, select, organize, 

and maintain collections of materials and 
information sources of value to and desired by the 
community. 

 
Policy CS-4.3  Work with library staff to maintain technological 

services that meet the needs of residents, as well as 
reader advisory, reference and referral services 
responsive to user needs. 

 
Policy CS-4.4 Explore funding opportunities for the City to 

expand the existing County branch library and/or 
operate a local, independent library. 

 
 

Implementation 
Guide 

See Section XVI of the Implementation Guide for action programs. 



 

B R E A  G E N E R A L  P L A N  
5-18 

CULTURAL ARTS  
 
The cultural arts humanize us.  Through visual art, music, dance, 
and other performance art we as humans express our emotions, 
our convictions, and reach out to share these feelings with others.  
Simply put, the arts bring us together as a community. 
 
Brea has long recognized the importance and value that cultural 
arts bring to the community. Through its various cultural art 
programs, facilities, and activities, as well as being home to one of 
the nation’s largest outdoor public art sculpture collections, Brea 
has earned the reputation as one of Orange County’s foremost arts 
and cultural centers.  This ongoing support of the arts has been 
achieved through City programs, commissions, volunteers, and 
private and public sector support.  Brea’s diversity of cultural arts 
programs, services, and activities has become a source for 
community education and enrichment, and have added to the 
special qualities that distinguish Brea from other communities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quintessence, by Joan Carl, is a part of 
the Brea Arts in Public Places Program.  
This piece is located on the west side of 
Brea Boulevard north of Central 
Avenue. 
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Without intervention, preservation, and promotion, art and 
cultural resources can easily be lost through demolition or 
disregard, or can be distorted through economically driven or 
unintended land use decisions and policies.  The goals and policies 
set forth below reemphasize and underscore the City’s 
commitment to the arts in Brea. 
 

Community Context  
 

Curtis Theatre 
 

Constructed in 1981, the 199-seat Curtis Theatre is located on the 
plaza level of the Brea Civic & Cultural Center.  The Curtis Theatre 
is an active and versatile facility designed for use as a professional 
quality theatre hosting full-stage productions, touring companies, 
musical concerts, guest artists, special events, and meetings with 
multi-media presentations.  The facility, technical equipment, and 
sound, stage and lighting staff offer capabilities for all types of 
performances.  Major theatre events include the family-oriented 
Kids Culture Club Series that present live musical, theatrical and 
guest artist performances.  In addition, the Youth Theatre Program 
offers children the opportunity to participate on Brea’s stage as 
part of a real theatre production. Finally, dramas, musicals, and 
comedies are presented throughout the year by local, national, 
and international theatre professionals and musicians. 
 
 

 
 
 
The intimacy of the Curtis Theatre brings the 
action to the audience up close and personal. 
With only 199 seats, the farthest seat is still less 
than 35 feet from the main stage. 
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Brea Gallery 
 

Also located at the Brea Civic & Cultural Center is the Brea 
Gallery, a City-owned art exhibition space that hosts a variety of 
exhibitions throughout the year.  In addition to the exhibition, the 
Gallery offers numerous art-related programs, including art 
competitions, workshops, lectures, demonstrations, and a 
Children’s Art Space specially dedicated to children‘s art displays. 
The Gallery Gift Shop sells an assortment of fun and exciting gifts, 
as well as displaying and selling the works of local artists.  
 

Art in Public Places 
Program 

 

Brea’s recognition that public art is an important visual and 
community resource was formalized in 1975 when the City 
Council passed a resolution to implement the Art in Public Places 
Program.  The primary goal of this innovative program is to provide 
permanent outdoor art work throughout the City accessible to the 
general public.  Art works installed and funded by private 
developers create unique public spaces and help distinguish 
development projects. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Family, by artist 
Gregory Hawthorn, is 
located on the northeast 
corner of Brea Boulevard 
and Ash Street.  This 
sculpture of a mother, 
father, and child holding 
hands shows support, 
protection, and love. 
 
 



Chapter 5:  Community Services 
 

B R E A  G E N E R A L  P L A N  
5-21 

Brea’s nationally recognized Art in Public Places program includes 
more than 135 outdoor sculptures and is one of the largest public 
art collections in the country.  The collection encompasses a wide 
range of mediums, styles, and themes by regional, national, and 
international artists.   
 

Art Shelters 
 

The Art Shelter Program was developed to provide local and 
regional artists with a venue to exhibit their work.  The artwork is 
displayed within the City’s various bus stop shelter locations. This 
unique program is funded by bus shelter advertising revenues. 
 

Brea Fest 
 

This annual event usually held in late August, Brea Fest is a 
community-wide celebration of the arts.  This event includes live 
music, dance productions, theatre performances craft 
demonstrations, and samples from over 30 local restaurants.  The 
festival includes “Kidsville,” live music, and story telling for 
children.  The event raises funds to support Brea’s various cultural 
arts programs. 
 

Concerts in the 
Park 

For over twenty years, the City and its partners have hosted free 
weekly summer concerts at City Hall Park.   
 
 

Arty Party 
 

Students in Brea’s public schools participate in educational field 
trips to the Brea Civic & Cultural Center where they are treated to 
a performance in the Curtis Theatre, a backstage tour, a theatrical 
make-up demonstration, a Brea Gallery exhibit tour, and free art 
books.  This educational program is funded by community 
partnerships. 
 

Cultural Arts 
Commission 

 

A five-member City Council-appointed body, the Cultural Arts 
Commission guides and promotes cultural arts  activities in the 
community.  These activities include: 
 

 To promote cultural arts activities within community 
 To advise in the coordination of cultural arts activities in 

the City 
 To provide insight into the establishment and maintenance 

of cultural art programs 
 To ensure the efficient operation of all cultural arts facilities 

within the City 
 
The Cultural Arts Commission, since its inception in 1979, has 
successfully guided many diverse cultural arts programs despite any 
long-range, overarching plan to address Brea’s commitment to and 
philosophy regarding the cultural arts.  A need has been identified 
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 for a cultural arts master plan to provide a comprehensive, 
coordinated vision for all cultural arts. 
 

Brea Olinda High 
School Performing 

Arts Center 

The 400+ seat theater located on the campus of Brea Olinda High 
School represents a community resource for both school-related 
and non-school performances and meetings.   
 

  

Goals and Policies 
 
Brea’s many arts and cultural resources, heritage buildings and 
structures, outdoor sculpture collections, performing and visual arts 
centers, festivals, and arts and education programs, as well as 
individual and corporate assets, comprise an important component 
of community life.  Looking toward the future, these cultural and 
arts programs can be strengthened and expanded to meet 
changing community values and vision. 
 
Goal CS-5: Promote and support the cultural arts in varied 

aspects of community life. 
 
Policy CS-5.1 Continue to support and implement the Art in 

Public Places program. 
 
Policy CS-5.2 Acknowledge and support Brea’s heritage through 

its cultural arts programs. 
 
Policy CS-5.3 Encourage strong arts education in Brea. 
 
Policy CS-5.4 Honor outstanding achievements in the arts. 
 
Policy CS-5.5   Explore opportunities for creating live/work 

housing for artists. 
 
Policy CS-5.6 Encourage the incorporation of art into 

architectural design. 
 
Policy CS-5.7 Pursue partnerships with the Brea Olinda Unified 

School District, local public and private colleges 
and universities, and private organizations to 
support cultural arts programs and education. 

 
Policy CS-5.8 Promote the involvement of local service clubs and 

similar organizations in arts events citywide. 
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Policy CS-5.9 Provide cultural arts programs that meet the needs 

and interests of all Brea residents. 
 
Policy CS-5.10 Raise community awareness and understanding of 

the Arts in Public Places program. 
 
Policy CS-5.11 Continue the role of the Cultural Arts Commission 

as the advisory body for the arts in Brea. 
 
Policy CS-5.12 Promote citizen participation and conduct 

outreach programs to ensure City cultural arts 
programs meet changing needs in the community. 

 
Goal CS-6 Ensure that adequate physical facilities are 

available to support cultural arts programs. 
 
Policy CS-6.1 Maintain the Curtis Theatre, the Brea Gallery, and 

the Community Center as key cultural arts venues. 
 
Policy CS-6.2 Maintain joint-use agreements with the Brea 

Olinda Unified School District for the sharing of 
performance and exhibit spaces. 

 
Policy CS-6.3 Explore opportunities for providing new facilities to 

accommodate current or emerging cultural arts.  
 
Goal CS-7 Draw from broad and creative funding sources 

to achieve the City’s cultural arts vision and 
goals. 

 
Policy CS-7.1 Pursue public and private grants to fund arts 

programs, activities, and facilities.  
 
Policy CS-7.2 Explore private/public funding collaborations to 

expand art festivals, live performances, and public 
art programs.  

 
Policy CS-7.3 Promote and support volunteer opportunities for 

public involvement in City-sponsored arts events. 
 
Goal CS-8 Create national recognition of Brea as an arts 

community. 
 
Policy CS-8.1 Provide funding to market and promote Brea’s 

cultural arts programs at the local level and 
beyond. 
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Policy CS-8.2 Involve Brea in County, State, and national arts-
related events. 

 
 
 

Implementation 
Guide 

See Section XVII of the Implementation Guide for action programs. 
 
 




